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The Superscape is awarded every two years to innovative and visionary 

architectural concepts. It focuses on the interaction of private living 

space with urban contexts, viewed from an interdisciplinary perspective. 

Impulse lectures and discussion rounds create a forum for discourse and 

sharpen the interested public’s awareness for the interaction of archi-

tecture and urban planning. Given its long-term perspective, Superscape 

generates a creative free space for unconventional ideas, delivering 

impulses to real architecture and urban development. The changing spec-

trum of needs regarding cities and living spaces necessitate fundamen-

tal changes in our understanding of urban fabrics and the architectural 

framework for urbanity.

The Superscape 2016 title "Future Urban Living – Functional Reduction 

with Maximum Space Gain" opens a field for visionary design suggestions 

and space concepts which focus on building the urban residential space 

of the future. Innovative solutions are sought, combining high-quality 

residences with great space efficiency and the greatest functional flex-

ibility possible. In this context, the changing needs and requirements 

of urban dwellers for their residences during the next 50 years shall 

be taken into consideration. The goal is to formulate forward-thinking 

concepts, to question familiar residential patterns and to risk experi-

ments in design, but also to consider their feasibility, and to check 

the possibility of realising them within existing building substance 

and existing urban structures.

The jury members for Superscape 2016 are Anna Popelka, Christoph 

Thun-Hohenstein, Harald Gründl, Klaus Kada and Lilli Hollein. In total, 

110 concept sketches were submitted by participants from 20 nations. The 

jury has now nominated six concepts for the shortlist, to be elaborated 

further over the summer.

The architectural award carries a cash value of 20,000 Euro. The short-

list nominees will receive an allowance of 2,000 Euro to help defray 

their costs.
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Counternatures. An Augmented Domesticity 

Theme Park

Pedro Pitarch Alonso, Madrid (ES)

“Counternatures” indicates expanded ty-

pologies of residential living which may 

result from increasing urbanisation and 

the interplay between private and public 

space. The goal is to develop, examine 

and define these spatially.

Das Haus ist vergangen. 

Future. Urban. Living. Pattern.

Christian Fröhlich, 

HARDDECOR ARCHITEKTUR, Vienna (AT)

“Das Haus ist vergangen” (“The House is 

Past”) tries to update A Pattern Lan-

guage (1977), Christopher Alexander’s 

benchmark work of architectural theory, 

by developing new forms of organising 

space to accommodate multi-local and 

shared living. 
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Infrastructural Infill

Bryan Maddock, New York (US)

In the context of redensification, 

“Infrastructural Infill” considers the 

unused potential of urban infrastruc-

ture as a future possibility of develop-

ing new forms of usage and residential 

spaces. This is accomplished through 

multifunctional architectures that seem 

utopian and can be used symbiotically 

within the existing urban space, influ-

encing urban texture and forms of co-

habitation. 

Moving Space

Schuberth und Schuberth (Frederike Ruoff 

& Bernadette Luger), Vienna (AT)  

The flexible space concept “Moving 

Space” examines how minimal space can 

be used optimally. Movable modules re-

placing furniture or even expanding or 

shrinking the outer limits of apartments 

create variable spaces around the in-

habitants and are shaped by individual 

daily schedules. 
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Place Alchemy

Srivastava Nayan, Manas Ranjan, 

Kartikeya Sonkar, Mumbai (IND)

In Reori Talab, a district in Varanasi, 

India, the existing community, which has 

been shaped by the traditional craft of 

sari weaving since the 17th century, is 

threatened by the loss of its specific 

identity and neighbourhood. In order to 

conserve the value of culturally in-

flected spaces and to continue using 

them within the growing city as authen-

tic living and working spaces, strate-

gies examining influences on traditional 

neighbourhoods, from the local to the 

global level, are to be developed. 

Transitional Living

Alexander Masching, Michael Masching, 

Vienna (AT)

“Transitional Living” transfers the de-

sign principle “form follows function” 

into “form follows needs” for smart 

residential solutions: the goal is to 

give the inhabitants themselves the op-

portunity to define the spaces they need 

according to individual and emotional 

needs, on several levels, distinguishing 

between private and public spaces.
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The Superscape competition has two stages. During the first phase, from 

September 28, 2015 to March 7, 2016, holders of graduate degrees in 

architecture, landscape architecture, urbanism or design were invited 

to submit their approaches and ideas on the subject in a simple sketch 

form. The expert jury has now selected a shortlist from the concepts 

submitted. The shortlisted applicants are now invited to elaborate their 

sketches during the second phase of the competition. All projects on the 

shortlist receive reimbursement for their efforts; the winning project 

will receive € 20,000. The award ceremony takes place in October 2016. 

JP Immobilien develops not only living spaces, but living environments. 

Therefore, it strives to support social, cultural and environment-re-

lated issues as part of its corporate responsibility. Since architec-

ture and urban planning always also interfere with the social environ-

ment, it is important to JP Immobilien to make a lasting contribution to 

the tension-filled field of architecture, its protagonists, inhabitants 

and designers. Thus, Superscape focuses mainly on creating a long-term 

workshop of ideas, providing visionary concepts that deliver impulses 

for today’s projects. 
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Anna Popelka

born in Graz, studied architecture 1980–1987 at TU Graz. Visiting pro-

fessorships in Vienna and Graz. In1995 she founded PPAG together with 

Georg Poduschka – which are great explorers with boundless enthusiasm, 

always thrilled about anything new. In order to fathom the immanent po-

tential of the three-dimensional, PPAG use logics, science and the game 

as a matter of course and without any inhibitions. With a great deal 

of curiosity and ingenuity, they push algorithms, mathematics and alea-

toricism to the extreme, applying many elements from their own living 

environment as tools in the sense of Method Acting, be it dolls, cook-

ing recipes or even their own dwelling as an experimental laboratory – 

everything can be used for architecture. (Text: Maik Novotny) 

Christoph Thun-Hohenstein

 

born 1960, assumed direction of the MAK – Austrian Museum of Applied 

Arts / Contemporary Art on 1 September 2011. While working for the 

Austrian Foreign Ministry he held posts in Abidjan, Geneva, and Bonn. He 

was director of the Austrian Cultural Forum New York from 1999 to 2007, 

after which he served as managing director of departure - the Creative 

Agency of the City of Vienna, until August 2011. Christoph Thun-

Hohenstein has published on topics dealing above all with European in-

tegration and with contemporary culture and art, and has held numerous 

lectures on these topics. He has also curated exhibitions of contempo-

rary art, and he regularly serves on selection juries.
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Harald Gründl

born 1967 in Vienna, studied industrial design at Vienna´s University of 

Applied Arts. In addition, he has a doctorate in philosophy. In 1995, 

together with Martin Bergmann und Gernot Bohmann, he founded the design 

firm EOOS in Vienna. Since 2008, he is also chairman of the Institute of 

Design Research Vienna. He is practically and theoretically engaged in 

environmentally sustainable design. He is the author of the books The 

Death of Fashion. The Passage Rite of Fashion in the Show Window (2007) 

and The Cooked Kitchen. A Poetical Analysis (2008).He is co-editor of 

Tools for the Designrevolution. Design Knowledge for the Future (IDRV, 

2014). Together with Thomas Geisler he curated the VIENNA BIENNALE ex-

hibition 2051: Smart Life in the City.

Klaus Kada

born 1940 in Leibnitz, Styria, attended the Higher Technical School of 

Civil Engineering and subsequently studied architecture at the Techni-

cal University in Graz. As a young architect, he worked in Düsseldorf 

and Graz and opened a studio in Leibnitz in 1976, working with Gernot 

Lauffer until 1985. The renovation and expansion of the Sparkasse Bad 

Radkersburg and the Glass Museum in Bärnbach were his first building 

projects to win acclaim far beyond the Austrian borders. These were fol-

lowed by many successful competitions, the opening of a second studio in 

Graz, an appointment as visiting professor in Bremen in 1992 and Munich 

in 1993, and an appointment as professor for building theory and design 

at the RWTH Aachen in 1994. In 1996 he founded a studio in Aachen, since 

1999 in partnership with Gerhard Wittfeld and since 2012 with Kilian 

Kada as an additional partner. Klaus Kada has served as a juror on many 

international juries and has lectured at conferences and universities 

in Europe, Asia, North and South America. He is the president of Euro-

pan Austria, an honorary member of BDA/Germany and an honorary profes-

sor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Many of his buildings have 

won major awards and prizes.
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Lilli Hollein

born 1972, is director and co-founder of VIENNA DESIGN WEEK. As an ex-

pert in design and architecture she has published widely. As a curator 

among others she worked on the Memphis Group with two exhibitions in 

2002, she was comissioner for the austrian contribution at the 7. In-

ternational Architectural Biennial in 2007. Furthermore she acted as a 

Jury president of KÖR- art in public space Vienna between 2010 and 2013. 

She holds a diploma in Industrial Design from the University of Applied 

Arts Vienna.
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Further information and concept excerpts are available for download at 

www.superscape.at.
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